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WHO KILLED BOB WILLIAMS? 


On Aug. 4, '74, Bob J. Williams, staff psychologist at the Kansas State Industrial Refor- 
matory, initiated Ist degree Gardnerian Witch, died of a self-inflicted gunshot wonhd. By 
now this z+s old news to the Craft-Pahkan Movement. When he admitted he was a Witch he was 
fired from his job. He filed suit for reinstatement on grounds of religious discrimina- 
tion and won, He had other suits pending too. He was pressured by everyone, a lone Witch 
without a coven, in Judeo-Christian Kansas. His initiators, Deirdre and Modred, lived in 
LoulsVvi lle, Ky.His Witch status was revealed by reporter Don Hall of the WICHITA EAGLE & 
BEACON, after Tim Zell gave him his name. Hall promised Williams anonymity. He lied. His 
boss Warden Kennerhh Oliver harassed Williams, saying "he wasn't working hard enough. '"' 
Hate mail poured in. In the Sept. GNOSTICA NEWS P.E.I. Bonewits in an Eulogy says that 
Williams was "murdered" by all the "good God-fearing folk" and that he was another "martyr. "' 


GREEN EGG, No. 65 , has letter by Renda Rankin, Dallasm Tex. and I quote: "Now, fgettow 
members of own Chaft - IT ak you - Where was your Support when a tone Gardnerhdan 4n Kan- 
444 needed 4t? How many of you tread about Bob's ptight and menety ckticked your tongue 
and Shook your head 4n 4ympathy? Was 4t too much trouble, tame and expenhve to p4ck up a 
pen and paper to drop an encoutagang note to him? Another Witch has been 'burned' by the 
public as fekttow Witches hide in their broometobsets/ The Chaſ{t kikted Bob Wikkiams - we 
att hetped putt that traggen.”" 


Bob Williams was an early subscriber to WIGTA and from it learned of other Craft publica- 
E1ons. We corresponded briefly , off and on, and then silence after he was brainwashed 
by a certain seqgment of the Craft. Then on his own initiative he began writing to me again, 
last letter received jJust 6 weeks before his death. His handwriting always disturbed me : 
It revealed tension, anxiety, repression. This quality was emphasized on his last ScCrib- 
bled notes to me, Yes, Williams was MURDERED by both his Christian persecutors and by 
fellow Crafters (not the Craft). T offered whatever help I could but his insistence 

that on his attorney's advice NOTHING be printed in Pagan Press about him only Served 

to Iincrease his 1isolation. In letter to me (9/29/74) he writes: "Suggeations on coming 
Legat {4rewonks appreciated. ** T hope the day can come when 4X 44 4age to meet Chagt 
peopte 4n this area who are not Gardnertan.” Letter 5/3/74: "T appreciate yout heApon- 
A4veneA5. In here one 4exast bias Seems hardest to overcome: the notton that 4t 44 un- 
natunak to feet warmth and affection towands another mate. Thiz woutd be a 4ad workd 44 

we {ett tove and warmth enty towands and {hom potentiat bed partne)s. Hopegutty, the 4pot- 
Lite on me. wikk goon dim. T hope peopte of other traditions 4n this area can tet me know 
who they arte.” as FAR AS AS TI kNNOW THEY NEVER DID, Tf you haven't seen it get a copy 
of WITCHCRAFT DIGEST NO, #1 ($1.25 while they last) with reprint of article from the then 
WICHITA BEACON titled "They Prefer To Be Called Children Of The 01d Religion” pub. Oct.31, 
1969 about members of the "Wichita-Topeka (Kansas) Grove." T believe Joe Wilson was part 
of this grove at the time. WHERE WERE ALL THESE "CHILDREN OF THE OLD RELIGION" DURING 
BOB"'S TRIALS & TRIBULATIONS? Some of his own fellow Crafters in other states told him 
they could only offer "spiritual support." Letter 5/3/74: "The Lady brought me to actuat 


4nitiation. Where T ad {tom here 4n 44 Her hands. T have 4een the power ptays at fs 
hand. EECCCHHHH 1" go. 6 OUR GOD AND GODDESS KEEP YOU IN THEIR CARE BOB. 4s Uh Li 


Copyright 1974 by Dn. Leo Martektto 


"OP =2== 
WIFCHES ENCOUNTER BUREAU (WEB) __ CRAFT_CONTACTS, COVENS, CORRESPONDENCE WANTED. . . . .WEB 


Mrs. Carolyn C. Asher Mrs. Pollyann M. Fassnacht Albert T. Stenchever 
919 Greeley 212 S. Portage St. 242 No. 10th Street #Þ# 
Webster Groves, Mo. 63119 Doylestown, Ohio 44230 Prospect Park, N. J.07508 
Ms. Jaymie Dellaria John Fletcher Dianne Cannon 
61 Chase Street 1906 Empire Ave. 4565 E. Turtle Creek 
Trenton, N. J. 08638 Joplin, Mo. 64801 Memphis, Tenn. 38116 
Mrs. Sharon Bauerle Mrs. Leslie Zeidel Name / Address Listed 
1334 Joan Drive 4057 N. Southport - Apt. 2 91.00 Service Charge. 
Southampton, Pa. 18966 Chicago, Ill. 60613 LET GO & LET THE GODDESS 
"ILL EIE ET ITIIIIILIEITIILIILIILIILIIILISIEESIIEISISIISIIISIISIIIEISIIIIIIIIEEILIILIILIILIILEEILIIIEIIEILIEILETS. 
THE DIRECTORY OF THE OCCULT, Hans Holzer, WHOLE EARTH, INNER SPACE by Humphrey, 
Henry Regnery Co., Chicago, 1974,201 p. $2,50 from Thales Microuniversity Press, 
Paperback, $3.95, Here we go again, Hol- Box 241, Stillwater, Okla. . 74074 This is 
zer lists names / addresses of individuals a book worth studying for its symbolism, 
and groups in the occult, Esp, Witchcraft insights, the inner meaning of events, 
& Paganism and gives them his own subJec- humanist, attempts a scientific theory of 
tive ratings ranging from Recommended to occultism.. . .WORD TO THE WISE, Charlene 
No Comm ent and Not Recommended. Under Deering, Ed; Box 139, S. Lancaster, Mass, 
"Witches and Other Pagans" he lists them 01561. Craft Quarterly, $4 yr; $1.25 copy.. 
by state. It's obvious that his Ratings THE WITCHES TRINE, Box 2343, Oakland, Cal. 
SyStem 1s h1is own, based on persona 1 94623. Note address correction from WICA # 
likes, dislikes or ambivalent feelings: 27. $3.40; yr. (8 iS$u6$S]} S06CODy fo 45.0 
Feed Adams, Feraferia; Sara Cunningham, THE WITCHES SPEAK by Arnold & Patricia 
Ray Buckland, Fred & Martha Adler, Harold Crowther is temporarily out of print. A 
Moss are "'Recommended.' Nemeton & Theos new publisher 1s cons1idering it. WANTED: 
and Phoenix are''NOT Recommended.' The 3 copies of THE WITCHES SPEAK. We will 
Earth Religion News elicits a "No comment ."' buy them and promise to replace your Copy. . 
Martello-WICA is called "satisfactory."' GREEN EGG, , Box 2953, St. Louis, Mo.63130 
The book is RECOMMENDED to new people Pagan magazine with huge letter forum, 8 
Searching for names / addresses. It is isSues$7or $1 copy... . EARTH RELIGION NEWS, 
NOT RECOMMENDED for those in the know. 300 Henry St; Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201. .$6 
Overall presentation is SATISFACTORY. for 8 issues; $1 copy.. (See AD WICA #27)... 
As to objectivity, impartiality, last- ANTHONY M, EGAN, 172 East 4th St; New York, 
MS corn ootrs NO COMMENT ! N.Y. 10009. Used occult bks; send 204q stamps. 
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GNOSTICA NEWS, P, O. Box 30159; St. Paut, Minn. 55165..505 copy. By atk means head 
and 4tudy pg. It of the Sept. '74 {44ue.TheE' poizo0n+i pen anonymous Letter witters are 
at 4X agaan, the 4iame otd gang, with the 4ame otd ties, diztontions, Annuendos, pretens es 
exc. Here's one chokce 4tem "the nonsense he woke 4n his tatest book WITCHCRAFT : THE 
OLD RELIGION are teading us to heab4e44 owt pobdtion.” What "nonsenst?"” Of cowihe this 
cowandty braom ckosget pokzon pen witer doean;t 4ay. So T witkk: Read pages 1k to 113 
and 253-254. And chapter on Gardner. By atk means this perion 4houtd reASSeas lAnd 
th44 "Martetko has never proven himsek{ genuine.” Undertining mine. Tetk me, how does 
one "prove: one-y$etk "genuine.” According to what and whoze 4tandands? Earnkier 4n 
thaz anonymous tetter 4X 4ays "Ungortunatety, neat Witches [if you 4n444t on catking 

us that) never have akktowed their names to be made public.” Ray Bucktand, Judy 6 Tom 
Kneatet, Patr4caa Crowther, the tate Geratd B. Gardner, Doreen Vatiente, etc. etc. 
YOU ARE NOT "REAL" WITCHES!!! T at4o0 4uggest that 4{ you can obtain earty copges 0f 
the eanty editions of the Waxing Moon pub. by Joe Wikzon you wikk {ind PUBLISHED the 
names of other non-Witches, Ainctuding this anonymous tetter witter's. Tt was atzo: pub. 
4n a pazt 444ue Oo INSIGHT MAGAZINE, Tt8. Windham Rd; Springbowtne, BUwrnemouth, Hants. 
Engtand ($4 {or 4 444ues; $T copy). Don't have the copy at hand but think it was No. 
£4 on £05 INSIGHT: Now aided and abetted by new Editor Bonewats atk thehe people are 
Jumping on the "BUND-WAGON" (that's not a miaprint, T 4aid "BUND"). And Bonewits 445 
az#king gor "feedback" on various columns amptying mine 44 teast popuktar, and "Soon we 
expect to add another cotumn by a Sic{kian Witch.” Not very 4ubtte 44 4t? Anyway we 
WAkt atk be tooking forward to this. Warning: Do NOT 4denti{y yowrsetves as {hiends 
0k mane when with theze peopte, Need 1 4ay mone? 


Kg 


UNDER ATTACK, Canada's No. 1 and longest running talk Show (8 yrs) features Dr. Martello 
"Under Attack” with a Moderator and a panel of 3, taped at the Wilfred Laurier Universi- 

ty (Lutheran) on Oct. 9th. Unfortunately, this Show is not seen in the U.S. «cept in 
Some areas bordering Canada, Canadian friends, students and subscribers may catch 

this program as follows: NOV. 16 on CHCH-TVY in Toronto DEC. 7th, CKBL, Prince Albert 


NOV. 22 on CKNX-TV, Wingham,Ont. DEC. 14, CITV, Edmonton ,Alberta 
DEC. Ist, CKCK-TV, Regina, Sask. 


TOMORROW SHOW, host Tom Snyder, featured a GNOSTICA NEWS, Sept. 74 issue, has four 
Halloween program with Ed "Fitch,' Tsaac anti-Martello letters, 3 of them anony- 
Bonewits, later Fred Adams (Feraferia) and mous. Typical. Two of them I know via 
Poke Runyon (O0.T.A). Ended with a modified Style, content of letters etc. Also has 
coven ritual by high priestess "Moira''? Mr. my own letter and one pro-Martello. In a 
Snyder was a genial, courteous, easygoing box Managing Ed, says that author has no 
host. Bonewits was quite articulate though "right of reply" (exactly what the media 
a bit wordv. All are to be congratulated Says when it discriminates against O1d 
on presenting a favorable Craft image, Show Religlonists) and mine was pub. thru cour- 
amen on Oct. 30th. Last year Ray Buckland tesy of new Wd. Bonewits. For those of 
was on'; Show moves to N.Y. soon, you in the know nothing more need be said. 


PAGAN PRESS, a free mimeo magazine "Published by Mishe, Goss & Midrash" contains an 
article dated Dec. 1973 titled "Inside Isaac Benewits" by "Dave Holdon, Reporter." A 
copy of this was sent to Herman Slater and to Eric Zabn (after his letter appeared in 
ERN 1dentifying Bonewits via initials "T.B." as a Chorch of Satan member who was ex- 
pelled.) Strange, that though my address appears in ENN'a copy was NOT sent to me, esp- 
eclally since I published the letter from Enton LaVey confirming Bonewits' expulsion! 
This one-shot magazine has no address and readers were told to watch for announcements 
1n the Berkeley }Barb. To my knowledge none have appeared, As to the Pagan Press and 
the Bonewits interview I've been told everything from "magazine is a phony, possibly 
put out by Christians" to "T doubt that even Bonewits could have made the statements 
attributed to him. Kot even in his wet-behind-the-ears Church of Satan days would he 
have sa1d such things" to " Isaac likes to think of himself as witty and outrageous 
and he have mblished this himself thinking it's cute,” Anyway, Aug. '73 FATE has 
art. "Beginner's Guide to Magic" by W. Wilson Weir says "Witches and Wizards are at 
opposite ends of the social scale.” This 1s nam-de-plume of Bonewits. See Jan. 75 
QCTIET MAGAZINE with my art. "England's Underground Witches" and one on ectoplasm by 
"Weir.” One bf the choice items mentioned is that Bonewits appeared on the front 
pages of the Berkeley Gazette accused of and fdund guilty of threatening a blackmen 
with a sword on Telegraph Avenue. Anyway, let Bonewits speak for himself. In the 
meantime WICA agents will be checking into all the facts, including the Alameda County 
Probation Office, the Berkeley Gazette , etc, etc. He 1s now Supported by all those 
pretentious "true witches find it expedient to look the other way now that he 

1s Editor of Gnostica News, who use him and he them, to get back at me for my exposures, 
who under-the guise of "co-operation" are leading true seekers dom a blind alley, 
and who will be held totally accountable for this when all the irrefutable FACTS are 
published. That includes a certain Malvern pozson pen writer, a former publisher 
of pornography, a certain Craft paper that will be sued for "religious discrimina- 
tion,” the head of a Gay Activist group who has contributed to anti-Gay sentiment, 
the arrest of members of a drug-cuqture coven by one of them on members who 1s an 
undercover narcotics agent, legal suits against whose who have plaglarised and 
pirated certain Witch and Pagan writings, exposes by a national magazine and a TV 
network who will counter-attack: "Praise the Lord and pass the nmmition"” etc. etc. 

It won't be long before many Tealize that they've backed the wrong "horse." They 're 
building up for a Fall . In the longrun Truth will Out, When it happens I will have 


only one thing to say: "You asked for it," And not one of them will be permitted to 
Say "I didn-'t KNOW." You do now. You've made your bhoice. Stick with it. And pay 
the price. I've been accused ef%ybeing Yun-cooperaive."” No, just UNCONVINCED, And 


nor do I object to others following my lead, my pioneering efforts in the realm of 
religious & civil rights. I do object to the lack of integrity, qualifications and 
Sincere motivatton of some. The mentality of "Hail, hail, the gang's all here" 


declaring open season on Martello, the guilt-glue that binds them together, the "honor 
amongst thieves" psychelogy, will make them crumble of their own weightlessness ! 


10-A—THE GASTONIA GAZETTE, Sun., Feb. 19, 1974 __ 
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Former minisfer is Witch High Priesft 


Witches Liberation 


By Philip Nobile 


I don't think I'm quite ready 
for Witches' Liberation. But I 
guess I'm going to have to live 
with it and $0 are you. Leo 
Martello, a former minister 
turned witch high priest, 
Started the movement a few 
years ago when he was denied a 
permit to celebrate Halloween 
in Central Park. Enter the Civil 
Liberties Union and witches got 
their permit without even 
casting a $pell. 

Modern witches are very 
Sensitive about their image. 
They insist history has given 
them a bum rap. Real witches 
were Supposedly simple 
country folk who worshipped 
the old gods. Heavea forbid that 
they Should ever consort with 
the devil or $stick pins in wax 
dolls. 

**Today witches are treated 
like refugees from a psychotic 
ward,” Martello complained to 
"me in his red and black ritual 
chamber. Most media people 
consider us cute and refuse to 
take us Seriously.”' I am afraid 
Martello is right. Witches' 
Liberation may be the last 
Straw in the Age of Aquarius. If 
witches don't $shut up, the 
inquisition. could make a swift 
comeback. 


Q. I realize you're probably 
Sincere, butT can't imagine how 
anyone could be seduced by 


witchcraft in the 20th century. 
A. How can anyone today take 


any religion seriously? 

Q. You mean witchcraft is a 
religion? 

A. Of course. It's the old 
religion that predates 
Christianity. We have a horned 
god and a mother goddess. In 
fact, we are the only religion 
that retains worship of the 
female principle. All others 
have become male chauvinist. 

Q. Primitive people used to 
believe in a lot of crazy gods — 
a Sun god, a rain god, etc. — 
that no longer command belief. 
So why return to witchcraft? 

A. Most witches are highly 
rational sorts. We worship the 
forces of nature and no man can 
abandon them. We s$till plan by 
the sun and the moon. We sow 


and reap at certain times. Man 
must abide by nature's laws if 
he's going to thrive on this 
planet. 


Q. What if I don't pray to the 
Sun and the moon and the sky, 
am I in trouble? Will nature 
take revenge on me? 

A. Witchcraft does not teach a 
SyStem of rewards and 
punishments. We believe in 
reincarnation, not heaven or 
hell. 


Q. I like nature, but you still 
haven't told me why I have to 
worsShip it. 

A. You don't. Witchcraft 
neither proselytizes nor 
recruits and I just don't feel we 
have to apologize for or explain 
why we worship what we do. 

The covens consist of 13 or 
less members. Each witch in 
the coven is a practicing high. 
priest or priestess. We have no 
passlve observers. So we have 
to keep things small. Otherwise 


we'd be like most churches 
where the laity only sits ana 
watches. 

Q. Your brand of witchcraft 
Seems pretty harmless. How 
come history has given witches 
Such a rotten name? 

A. During the Middle Ages, 
the Church satanized witchcraft 
in an attempt to wipe out all 
competition. Witches were 
called heretics. Yet witches 
were never anti-Christian. They 
were and are simply 
non-Christian. In the Middle 
Ages, the city dwellers tended 
to convert to Christianity. But 
those in the outlying districts 


kept the old religion and 
rituals, 


Q. Witches once claimed 
magical powers. Is magic till 
an article of your faith? 

A. Very definitely. But magic 
to us 1s the ability to focus our 
minds on a particular project — 
Ake healing a sick friend or 
getting a witch a job. When the 
coven gets together and dances 
in a circle, we send out magical 
thoughts for this person. In 90 
per cent of the cases, successful 
results are reported. But you 
can't buy our magic, it's free 
tor those who request it. 


Q. Why do you have that skull 
on your fireplace? Are you a 
Satanist? 

A. No. Satanmists are reverse 


or perverse Christians. The 
skull represents life, death and 
rebirth. 

Q. As the founder of Witches' 
Liberation, what are you after? 
Who's oppressing you? 

A. Historically, witches have 
had to stay underground in fear 
of persecution and prosecution. 

Q. We haven't stoned a witch 
Since the time of Salem. 
Certainly nobody bothers you 
today. 

A. You want to bet? Just last 
year a penal psychologist 
publicly declared he was an 
initiated witch. The opposlition 
was $0 great that he then was 
forced to go to court to save his 
job. This kind of harrassment 
occurs constantly. 

Witches' Liberation does for 
witches what Black Liberation 
does for blacks. It helps to 
destroy the stereotypes. 

Q. You can't purge history of 
its anti-witch bias, Witches are 
part of our folklore. There will 

always be a Halloween. 

A. Halloween is a major 
religious holiday for witches 
and it has been stolen from us 
by Judeo-Christian society for 
commercial purposes. 
Non-witches make more money 
on witchcraft then we do. 

We may not be able to change 
people's. minds, but there are 
laws of the land that we intend 
to use to gain our rights. 


Q. For example? 

A. The FCC regulation for 
equal time on radio and 
television. Broadcast Sermons 
rotat2 among the three major 
denominations — the 
Catholics, Protestants and 
Jews. But there are Buddhists, 
Moslems, witches and other 
religions in this country. Since 
the government says that the 
airwaves belong to the people, 
we're going to court to press for 
equal time. 

We would also expect the 
Same tax-free $status as other 
religions, although we don't 
have much institutional 
property. 


Q. The problem is you have no 
organization. Any idiot can 
Start a religion and claim all 
Sorts of privileges. 

A. The Mormon and Christian 
Scientist religions began right 
here in the United States. They 
own millions of dollars of 
property and have full rights. I 


the United States. 
* + + 


don't like to go into the numbers 
\._ game. but there are at least 4300 


ovens with 13 witches each in 


*X*+** 


Above column was $syndi - 
cated in over 100 news- 
papers. .in-the U.S. 


EEE LILLE ESTES” 


Dr. Brothers 


To Replace 


Sybil Leek 


Dr. Joyce Brothers, the psSy- 
chologist whose advice is dis- 
pensed via radio, TV, magazine 
and newspaper columns, will 
Speak at the Ladies' Day pre- 
Sentation in the Farmer's 
Building during the Indiana 
State Fair, Aug. 15 through 25. 


Dr. Brothers will replace 
Sybil Leek, self-styled witch, 
who originally was scheduled 
to appear. 


The change in speakers re- 
Sulted from a write-in cam- 
paign undertaken by a church 
at Anderson objecting to the 


Presentation of a witch. 


A witch is defined in Web- 
Ster's Third International Dic- 
tionary as "a Sorcerer, a 
woman practicing the black 
arts, one Supposed to possess 
Supernatural powers especially 
by compact with the devil. . . ” 


The write-in campaign was 
directed to members of the fair 
board and Governor Otis R. 
Bowen's office. 


Dr. Brothers will appear at 
both the 11 a.m. and 2:30 p.m 
Shows. 


